


“The seasons have completely changed. The farmers don’t
know any more when to sow or when to harvest. It’s already
April and it just won’t rain.”

(Aloufa Kablé Djogui, Houdou canton chief, Togo)

“The cyclone two weeks ago destroyed everything we had, including
our harvest. A lot of people and animals died. We used to have a
cyclone only every 15 or 20 years, but now it's 2 to 3 times a year.”
(Munira Begum, cyclone victim, Bangladesh)

“Because poverty affects everyone, there isn’t any money for
education or medical care. Children especially have become very
weak through undernourishment. The climate began to change,
let’s say 40 years ago, and since then poverty has only increased.”
(Jorge Loor, farmer, Ecuador)

To make their documentary, “Climate chaos in the South’
Wereldmediatheek travelled to Burkina Faso and Togo, Ecuador
and Bangladesh, to measure the damage being caused by climate
change. Dozens of people, along with experts, testify to the fast-
increasing poverty as a result of climate change. What originally
appeared to be purely an environment problem, now seems to
have become an unimaginable humanitarian catastrophe. That
something has to be done to mitigate climate change is obvious,
but that the South will also have to adapt, is inevitable.

“If we keep putting off taking action, climate change will have dramatic
consequences. Certainly for the South, because it is so dependent on agri-
culture that is now being threatened by climate change. Hundreds

of millions of people will see the quality and the quantity of their food
diminish, and yet they now already have a food problem.”

(Jean-Pascal van Ypersele, climatologist and vice-chairman IPCC, Belgium)
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